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Signs emerging of a GOP backlash in 718 


With Trump seen as a drag, pollsters 
suggest Democrats may score big gains 


By Astead W. Herndon 
GLOBE STAFF 

WASHINGTON — President 
Trump is spending the holiday sea- 
son reveling in his tax overhaul 
victory, but the new year may 
bring bad tidings as evidence 
mounts of a coming backlash in 
the 2018 midterm elections. 

With control of the House and 


Senate up for grabs next Novem- 
ber, many political observers see 
evidence of an increasingly favor- 
able political landscape for Demo- 
crats. 

“In the races we’ve seen since 
[the election], Trump has been a 
drag” on the Republican ticket, 
said Jerri Ann Henry, a GOP strate- 
gist in Washington. Henry said 


she’s not ready to bet the House 
will flip to Democrats, but she’s 
moving in that direction. 

“Trump is not bringing in any 
independents, and anyone work- 
ing with him is tainted by him,” 
Henry said. “There aren’t enough 
[Republicans], by the current defi- 
nition, to win many congressional 
elections.” 

Early signs of a groundswell 
have already emerged. 

A spate of long-held Republi- 
can state legislative districts have 


flipped to Democrats in special 
elections across the country, in- 
cluding in conservative states such 
as Oklahoma, South Carolina, and 
Iowa. On Dec. 12, Democrats dealt 
Trump an embarrassing defeat in 
the Senate special election race in 
deep red Alabama, fueled by voters 
fleeing the Republican Party and 
an increased turnout of black vot- 
ers. Last month, Republicans also 
lost a closely watched Virginia race 
for governor. 
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New rules 
set off rush 
to prepay 
property tax 


AFTER 30 YEARS, FREEDOM 


LANE TURNER/GLOBE STAFF 


Darrell Jones, convicted of a 1985 murder he has long contended he didn’t commit, was greeted by family and friends in 
Brockton on Thursday after being released from prison on $5,000 bail. Jones, 50, was granted a new trial because of possible 
racial bias among the all-white jury in 1986. “I stayed in prison a long time,” he said. “It was hard to get people to hear you.” B1. 


A night life manager might wake up this town 


By Matt Rocheleau 
GLOBE STAFF 
Boston’s reputation for a sleepy, sometimes 
underwhelming night life has long been a buzz- 
kill for party-starved college students and work- 
ing professionals. But what if 
THINGS iie had a night life boss? 
THAT WORK Major cities across Eu- 
=~ rope, South America, and the 
United States have in recent years created night 
life manager positions — jobs intended to foster 
night life growth while addressing related is- 


sues, such as evening transportation, noise, and 
public safety. 

Boston appeared to take steps in that direc- 
tion in 2014 when it assembled a temporary 
task force to tackle night life issues. But the 
group eventually disbanded after less than two 
years, and its chief recommendation, later clos- 
ing times for bars, never materialized. 

The most convincing, common-sense argu- 
ment for a so-called night life mayor, industry 
experts and municipal leaders say, boils down 
to dollars and cents: Night life is a remarkably 


valuable sector, estimated to generate billions 
of dollars in economic impact for some cities. 
So why wouldn’t they put at least one person in 
charge of monitoring it? 

Proponents say the supervision that night 
life managers can provide is sorely needed and 
can make a difference for the many cities that 
have long overlooked the good and bad of what 
happens after dark. 

“We've failed in that we’ve never planned 
around the night,” said Andreina Seijas, a re- 
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Affluent Mass. homeowners 
try to save big by acting now 


By Katheleen Conti and Hiawatha Bray 
GLOBE STAFF 

City and town officials across Massachusetts are 
being deluged with calls and questions — and even 
requests for financial advice — from homeowners 
who want to know whether they should pay next 
year’s property taxes now, before new rules that cap 
state and local tax deduc- 
tions at $10,000 take effect 
in 2018. 

To the bewilderment of 
municipal workers, taxpay- 
ers are dropping off checks 
— in at least one case for as 


‘I don’t 
even think 
people 


much as $30,000 — to beat Know what 
changes contained in the : 
sweeping federal tax bill questions 
passed this week by Con- to ask.’ 
gress. 

To prepay or not to pre- BILL DRISCOLL 
pay is not an issue for home- Driscoll Financial 
owners who expect to take 1n Plymouth 


next year’s higher standard 
deduction, which was dou- 
bled to $24,000. But for a swath of mostly affluent 
taxpayers who plan to itemize their write-offs, pay- 
ing upfront could save them hundreds or thou- 

sands of dollars. 
“Probably half the population is paying more 
than 10 grand in property tax . . . the valuations on 
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UN vote offers 
sharp rebuke to 
US on Jerusalem 


By Rick Gladstone and Mark Landler 
NEW YORK TIMES 

UNITED NATIONS — A lopsided majority of 
United Nations members rebuked the United 
States on Thursday, denouncing its decision to rec- 
ognize Jerusalem as Israel’s capital and ignoring 
President Trump’s threats to retaliate by cutting aid 
to countries voting against it. 

In a collective act of defiance toward Washing- 
ton, the UN General Assembly voted 128-9, with 35 
abstentions, for a resolution demanding that the 
United States rescind its Dec. 6 declaration on Jeru- 
salem, the contested holy city. 

The resolution is nonbinding and therefore 
largely symbolic, but the vote indicated the extent 
to which the Trump administration’s departure 
from a 50-year international consensus on Jerusa- 
lem’s status has unsettled world politics and con- 
tributed to America’s diplomatic isolation. 

Major allies like Britain, France, Germany, and 
Japan voted for the resolution, though some allies, 
like Australia and Canada, abstained. 
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Saturday: Mostly rain. 
Complete report, C10. 


VOL. 292, NO. 175 


* 
0°9 


Suggested retail price 


$2.00 


47725" 4 


, 
z 


51518 


FUNERAL FOR LAW — Pope Francis 
presided over the rites for the cardinal at St. 
Peter’s Basilica on Thursday. A4. 
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Editor’s note to our readers 


We published a story on Dec. 8 about news organiza- 
tions, including the Globe, facing sexual misconduct is- 
sues in their midst as they cover these issues elsewhere. 
The story noted that a Globe journalist was “pressured 
into resigning” after misconduct accusations were 
made against him. 

At the time, Globe editors chose not to publicly iden- 
tify the journalist. We believed that we were adhering to 
our journalistic principles, standards on sourcing, and 
sense of basic fairness. We believed that the misconduct 
was not at the level of what we had been covering and 
uncovering in other organizations. We didn’t believe we 


had definitive proof to name him in a news story. 

Time and circumstances in this extraordinary na- 
tional movement have given us, or at least me, a differ- 
ent perspective. 

For the record, the journalist’s name is Jim O’Sulli- 
van, a former State House reporter of four-plus years for 
the Globe. I am confirming what other news organiza- 
tions have reported already. He made lewd propositions 
to one newsroom colleague and to two women that we 
are aware of on Beacon Hill. Though we know he apolo- 
gized to his Globe colleague and stopped his advances, 
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